Floor Resolution Submitted to the 2009 Oregon AFL-CIO Convention 

"International Worker Solidarity" 
WHEREAS unionized workers in some countries--such as Ireland and Sweden--have better working conditions and benefits than unionized workers in the United States; and

WHEREAS non-unionized workers in other countries--such as Colombia and China--are facing extreme workplace hardship, poverty, no benefits and unsafe working conditions; and 

WHEREAS multinational trade agreements and organizations--such as the WTO, FTAA and NAFTA--have harmed workers regardless of nationality; and 
WHEREAS the struggles of all people across nations who work for a living are our same struggles; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Oregon AFL-CIO and its affiliates shall recognize and support workers' efforts to unionize across all nations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Oregon AFL-CIO and its affiliates shall oppose any free trade agreements that do not include strong worker and environmental protections; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Oregon AFL-CIO Executive Board shall create a policy of international worker cross-border solidarity and exchange, to both learn from workers in countries which have higher rates of unionization and to support worker's in other nations who struggle to unionize, and such policy shall be implemented no later than June 30, 2010. 
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